Web survey about abuse detection and population density

09 Why urban areas have more child abuse notifications

Abstract

People make reports of suspected child abuse to child guidance centers more frequently in urban areas and there is a positive
correlation with the population density of Japan's prefectures. However, the causes of this phenomenon remain unclear. We
hypothesized that neighborhoods with a high population density are more likely to notice signs of abuse. A nationwide web-based
survey of 5500 people in Japan revealed that residents of more densely populated areas were more likely to have directly seen or
heard such signs of abuse. This study points out that population densities may increase the detection of abuse. Since child abuse is
a serious social problem, we want to contribute to a society in which children can live happily. For this purpose, we are studying the
characteristics of how people report possible child abuse to child guidance centers and other governmental agencies.

To minimize damage caused by child abuse, child guidance centers must quickly obtain
information about such suspected cases. This study investigates factors that influence citizen
reports of possible child abuse.

Study 1: Population density and reports Study 2: Ease of recognizing child abuse

Purpose = To quantitatively understand relationship between | Purpose To examine whether ease of recognizing signs of
degree of urbanization and child abuse reports by examining | abuseis one reason why number of notifications is higher in
the relationship using population density. more densely populated areas.

Method  Nationwide web-based survey of 5,500 adults
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Result  Respondentsin more densely populated areas
Result i i i i 8 p : Yy Pop .
. Prefectyres with higher population density had more were more likely to report having seen or heard signs of
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Study 2 examines reasons for this phenomenon. Ease of noticing signs of abuse, such as suspicious

noises, affected notifications.

Conclusion Ease of noticing child abuse might impact number of notifications of possible child abuse. A system must
be designed for collecting information on child abuse that is tailored to regional characteristics.
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